
Wren Middle School Art and Honors Art 2021-2022

Dear Parents and Guardians, August 2021

My name is Haley Nichols, and I am the art teacher at Wren Middle School for the 2021-2022 school
year. I earned a B.F.A. in Art History and Illustration from the Savannah College of Art and Design
(SCAD) in 2020 and graduated from the SC Governor’s School for the Arts and Humanities in 2016. Like
your student, I also attended Wren schools and have lived in the Wren area for my entire life. I have had
the honor of working as a commissioned artist for almost 10 years, and have had work displayed in
various galleries across the state and country, including the United States Capitol. I also took part in the
Disney College Program in the spring of 2018, where I worked as a Walt Disney World Cast Member.
This is my second year at Wren Middle School and my first year teaching art.

I consider it a great privilege to teach your child in art this year, and am looking forward to a
semester full of wonderfully fun and explorative projects. This semester, your student can look forward to
creating both traditional and digital artwork in various media using a multitude of techniques and
processes, including printmaking, drawing and painting, and sketchbook jams, among other projects. In
addition, Anderson School District 1 has awarded the WRMS art program funding for the launch of a new
digital art curriculum. For the first time in our school’s history, your student will have the opportunity to
gain skills in digital drawing and painting using industry-standard Apple Pencils and the professional
digital art platform, ProCreate. Students will create digital artwork including character design,
environment and concept art, and graphic design. Students will also be using the online portfolio website
Adobe Portfolio to share digital versions of their work throughout the semester for friends and family who
may not be able to see their work in person.

I want you to know that your student’s physical, emotional, and mental well-being are of utmost
importance to me. Therefore, if your student is experiencing any problems during the course of the
semester, please do not hesitate to contact me using the information at the end of this packet. Additionally,
your student’s safety is also of great importance. In the first weeks of school, students are taught what to
do in the event of any emergency, but please consider looking over WRMS’s emergency plan on our
school’s website and reviewing it with your student. Within the art room, students may use tools which
require additional monitoring and safety precautions, including clay cutting tools, various types of ink,
and scissors. Please be aware that students will be taught how to safely use these tools before creating
with them, however if your student has any issue which may hinder them from using materials of any
kind, please let me know.

I look forward to getting to know and work with your student and for you to see all the wonderful
possibilities of what they will create!

Sincerely,
Haley Nichols
Art Teacher, Wren Middle School



Middle School Art: 6th, 7th, and 8th grade

Required Materials:
Art 6th, 7th, 8th:

- Sketchbook of any type, no smaller than 5”x7”
Honors Art:

- Sketchbook of any type, no smaller than 9”x12”
- Any other drawing or painting materials students may wish to use for their projects

*All materials, except the items listed above, are provided in the art classroom. Students who wish to
bring their own materials from home may do so and are responsible for the care and storage of those
materials.

Classroom Rules:
1) I will treat myself and others with respect, grace, and dignity.
2) I will turn in finished projects and portfolios on time.
3) I will use technology responsibly and respectfully while in the art room.
4) I will use classroom tools and materials safely and respectfully.

Classroom Procedures:
1) I will enter the classroom with creativity and inspiration.
2) I will bring all required materials to class each day.
3) I ensure my space is safe and clean before leaving class by returning materials, projects, and

pushing my chair under my desk.

Consequences:
1) Step One: Verbal Warning
2) Step Two: Student/Teacher Meeting
3) Step Three: Parent Email or Letter and Withdrawal of Privileges
4) Step Four: Parent/Teacher Meeting with Student and Office Referral

Severity Clause: Any student who willingly exhibits disruptive, harmful, or threatening behavior by
disobeying school rules or violating the law will be referred to administration.

Privileges and Rewards
Students who exhibit exceptional work and behavior or who have gone above and beyond the

grading requirements of a project will be rewarded with a sketchbook pass (for Honor’s Art) and/or will
receive something from the classroom reward box (Art 6-8th).

Homework
- Students in non-honors 6th-8th grade art classes will not be regularly assigned homework, unless

they choose or are assigned to work on their projects from home. Occasional small assignments
may be given.

- Honors art students will be assigned weekly sketchbook prompts and may also need to
occasionally work on their projects from home. Occasional small assignments may be given.



Grading Policies:
Students will work on art projects for 1-2 weeks each and will be given ample class time to complete

projects. Should students not finish their projects during the class time given, or need extra time to work,
they will be allowed to work on their projects from home. Students will be made aware of the due date of
the project at the beginning of the lesson and will be reminded of the due date every day until they reach
the due date.

If the student does not complete a project on time, they will be given a 3-day grace period to submit
their work. Each day the student does not turn in their assignment during the grace period will
result in a deduction of 10 points per day from the final grade. Should the student turn in their project
after the grace period, the highest grade they can earn on the project is 50% if the project is turned in.

Should there be any issues concerning a student’s individual grade, an email will be sent from
the teacher first to the student, and then to their parent or guardian. Student/teacher conferences are
welcome for any student who may have a concern about their grades or for students who want to raise
their overall grade percentage.

Make-Up Work:
Should students miss class for any reason, they will be given an equivalent amount of time to make

up any missed work, and their grade will not be penalized, unless the work is not turned in by the end of
the make-up period. If the work is late, the grade of the project will follow the grading policies for late
work, listed above.

Contact Information:
Email: nicholsh@apps.anderson1.org (method of contact)
Phone: 864-850-5930
*To request a parent/teacher conference, please email using the address listed above

mailto:nicholsh@apps.anderson1.org


Parent Contact Information

Please fill the information below out on behalf of your student. All information is
confidential and will not be shared by anyone.

Student Name___________________________________________________Student
Grade_______
StudentAddress________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Name____________________________________________________
Relationship to the Student_________________________Emergency Phone#____________
Parent/Guardian Email________________________________________________________
Best method of day-time contact (circle one): Phone              Email
Any student medical or special needs I should be aware of?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Parent
Signature:________________________________________________________Date:_________

Student
Signature:_______________________________________________________Date:__________

Teacher
Signature:_______________________________________________________Date:__________

After filling in the information above and signing, please tear off this sheet from your packet and
return the signed copy to Ms. Nichols no later than ______________________. This will be
counted as your student’s first homework grade.


